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KOKODA TRACK CAMPAIGN — SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 

Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [9.05 am]: Seventy-five years ago today, 
Australian forces were in the middle of the final battle in the Kokoda Track campaign, the battle of Oivi-Gorari. 
This final battle of the Kokoda Track campaign took place from 11 November to 16 November, and allowed a joint 
offensive with the US 32nd Division to later advance on and secure the beachheads. The Kokoda campaign is an 
important part of the Australian story for a number of reasons. The Japanese forces had landed on the north of 
what was then the Australian Territory of Papua, with a plan to advance overland to Port Moresby. This was the 
first time Australia had been directly threatened by an invading force and it was the first time in our history that 
our soldiers were effectively directly defending Australia. It was also the first time that the militia saw direct action. 
The Australian forces stationed in Papua were the Civilian Military Force, which was made up primarily of 
volunteer militiamen, with the balance being conscripts—some 26 years after Billy Hughes started the conscription 
debate in Australia. 
Although the campaign was primarily an Australian affair, we must also point out the significance on the campaign 
of the Battle of Midway, in which the US Navy took out most of the nearby projection capability of the 
Japanese Navy. Also deserving of recognition during the Kokoda campaign were those people affectionately called 
the fuzzy wuzzy angels. This was the name given by the Aussie soldiers to Papuan carriers, whose two primary 
functions were to port supplies up to the front line and carry the wounded Australian troops back down the track 
during the campaign. Many Australian diggers owe their lives to the care given to them by the fuzzy wuzzy angels. 
Fittingly on the final sitting day before Remembrance Day, I wish to commemorate all those Australian soldiers 
involved in the Kokoda Track campaign 75 years ago, and especially the more than 600 men who paid the ultimate 
price. Lest we forget! 
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